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  Lunaria


Proposal for a seminar (action 4.3 Youth in Action)

YOUR TAKE ON YOUR CITY!

Participative cartographies as an innovative tool for youth workers and youngsters

PERIOD: 7 days + travel in April/May 2009

VENUE: Rome

TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 25

NUMEBR OF PARTICIPANTS FROM EACH PARTNER: 3

NUMBER OF COUNTRIES TO INVOLVE: 7 EU States

TARGET GROUP: youth workers active in out-skirts contexts with youngsters and immigrants 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:

Through this one week seminar, articulated in 3 different formal and non-formal education workshops, the project aims to train youth workers on new fieldwork methodologies: participative cartography.  

The seminar will introduce and present the various aspects and uses of participative cartography, as tools for:

· active research (swot map) and identification of youth need;

· youth participation and urban transformation/development;

· artistic expression and information communication (ICT);

· exchange among different urban contexts;

· intercultural dialogue and sharing.

Participative cartography gives youth workers and youngsters the opportunity to know and get in contact with their city in a different way and with a special point of view, providing a wide representation of territories and social phenomena (conflicts, immigration, cultural diversity, youth disadvantage, relationship and contradictions centre-outskirts, etc.) able to help an integrated intervention strategy development.

This “complex” tool can support the youth workers efforts to know better the places they are working in and can be also a participative tool for youngsters to involve them in a deep and face-to-face discovery of their cities and of their social, cultural, artistic, intercultural and conflict spaces.

Participants will be guided to carry out a cartography in 2 Rome's districts: Garbatella, popular district in mid-outskirts area that is living very fast socio-cultural and city planning changes and where interesting youth socialization experiments are running. The other district, Laurentino 38 is in the very outskirts, where housing problems,  lack of services, structures, socialization spaces are very strong, but is animated by innovative and spontaneous experiences of youth participation and urban transformation promoted by citizens.

This project comes from an already running European project (action 4.4) called YouMap: young urban cartographies, that is directly involving young people (migrants and authoctonous) in mapping 7 European cities, through an opensource social mapping network that will be soon available on www.youmap.eu. The idea of this seminar is to train other youth workers and organizations in order to disseminate participative cartography and enlarge YouMap network, sharing tools and objectives and developping new ideas and strategies.
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